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A - Introduction

Words adone cannot describe the beauty, tranquillity and the higory of this secret vdley
in Devon. On the Ste of a Domesday Manor there has been a great house in Haccombe
vadley for more then a thousand years And the degant former Georgian coach house of
Church Farm is like no other. Set amidgt 40 acres of rolling parkland with ancient woods,
flower filled meadows ponds stream and tumbling waterfdl, it is totdly seduded from
the hudtle of everyday life, yet easly accessble by road, ral or air.

Now the home of a didinguished BBC wildife tdevison producer, the valey and its
wildlife continue to festure in many of the country’s mogt popular wildife programmes
Much of the long running BBC series ‘Secret Naure was filmed in the countrysde
surrounding Newton Abbot. More recently many of the plants and animas featured in the
hugdy popular Naturd World documentary ‘The Farm That Time Forgot’, were filmed
a Church Fam. Here buzzards ill whed lazily overheed by day and ban owls haunt
the evening meadows. Deer forage in the early morning and badgers come to the house
after dark. Thisisaprivate naturd paradise that you can now share.

The setting of Haccombe is described by the 19" century Devon chronider, Baring-
Gould, as one of “exquisite beauty”. He wrote of “the little combes that dip into the
estuary of the Teign, rich with vegetation growing rank out of the red soil, as very
lovely” . Thisis Haoccombe.

Haccombe highlights of Church Farm

Wildlifedl year round

An exquisitelittle 13" century crusader church — open to visitors Wednesday afternoon
The dte of a Domesday manor

The mydey of the vanishing village and andent chantry college

Sea of one of England’ s oldest families linked to some famous historica events
Ancient deer park with many magnificent old trees

Ficturesgue waterfdl on the Ste of amedieva mill

Medieva mill pond and stream

Theingpiration for thefird illustrated flora of Britain.

The home of an award winning BBC wildlife filmmeker

The stting for internationally screened wildlife films



B-STE MAPS 1. Directionsto find Church Farm
2. 16" Century map of Haccombe valley on skin
3. Farm plan

For afull information pack including
ste directions and afarm plan,
please contact Church Farm to arrange
aschool or group vigit.
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C-HACCOMBE —athousand year history.

For over a thousand years a great house has dominated the ancient valey of Haccombe in
South Devon. For centuries it was the home of the Carew Family. Of dl the counties in
England none is richer in higoric family names than Devon. Its landowners, though never
spectecularly wedthy, have dways enjoyed a reputation of sturdy stock, deeply ooted in
the richest of soils. Snce Elizabethan times the notable families of Devon, such as Dreke
and Rdegh, have fedured large in English hisory. Even olde, the Caews of
Haccombe, baronets since 1661, have the rare digtinction of a pedigree that @n be traced
unbroken back to the Norman Conquest. It was shortly after the Domesday survey tha
the etate was given to Stephen, probably a soldier in William'sarmy.

The name Haccombe may be derived from the Saxon HORGE, a hedge, and COOMBE,
a vde, meaning ‘the endosed vdley'. Alterndtively it could have come from the Anglo-
Saxon OEC, an o0&k, meaning ‘vadley of osks. Haccombe is mentioned in the Domesday
Book of 1086 when the land was vaued a twenty ghillings and hdd sx catle, eght
pigs, forty sheep, thirty goats and included two acres of meadow.

The entry for Haccombe in the Domesday Book

Sephen holds Haccombe from Baldwin. UIf held it before 1066. It paid tax for “hide. Land for 5 ploughs.
Inlordship 1 plough; 3 slaves; 1 virgate.

8 villagers and 4 smallholdings with 3 ploughs and 1 virgate.

Meadow, 2 acres; underwood, 4 furlongs. 6 cattle; 8 pigs; 40 sheep; 30 goats.

Value formerly and now 20s.

(Baldwin was the Sheriff of Devon. UlIf, a Saxon. And avirgateiis an old English measure of land.)

In 1233 the church of & Blase was huilt jus a gon€'s throw from the origind Manor
House. It was founded by Sir Stephen de Haccombe, a crusader knight, on his safe return
from the Holy Land. Enlarged two generations later, by his grandson in 1328, it contains
the marble monuments and effigies of severd of the family’s ancestors. The sngle bell,
cast about 1290, is thought to be the oldest in Devon and one of the oldest surviving in
gtuin Britain.

The Paish of Haccombewith-Combe in which the church resdes, dso has the
diginction of being one of the smdles in England. It now has jus 500 parishioners,
dthough evidence suggedts it was probably larger in previous centuries An old map
dravn on skin dealy shows a nearby village long since gone Judt as intriguing is the
ancdient endowment by the church’'s founding family of an Archpresbytery supporting a
collegiate college and severd Chaplains. The Haccombe Chantry College flourished  until
its dissolution under Henry VIII's Reformation, when its endowment was forfated by the
Crown. By 1545 the college no longer exiged and now dl evidence of its dte is log. But
to this day the prindple and rare office of Archpries is mantaned with dl its damed




privileges and quaint rights - the wearing of a didinctive vesment, an amice of fur, and,
more impressve, the right to St besde the Bishop & ceremonies and recognise no
authority lower than the Archbishop of Canterbury. In 1913 King George V redffirmed
thetitle of Archpriest of Haccombe and dl its privileges.

There have probably been saverd subgantia properties on the Ste of Haccombe House
over the lag millennia And people undoubtedly lived here long before thet. The finding
of a findy cafted flint arowhead suggests this secret valey was discovered back in
prehigoric times. Haccombe is a shdtered and secluded vdley with a little dream to
provide water and enough power to grind corn. By the time of the Norman conquest the
land was owned by a Saxon cdled UIf. After it was given to Stephen de Haccombe. The
Caews ae descended from him, dthough three times the edtate passed through a
daughter as there was no son. And this brought afew problems.

In the 14™ century Sir John L’ Ercedekne was evidently not above a little cattle and deer
rugling. Then in 1344 he appears as the leeder of ‘a huge multitude of evildoers, who
robbed the Black Prince of his Cornish tin and even began house bresking. A certain John
Cole obtained a judgement agang him and damed damages of an astonishing £1000. So
Sr John was dedlared an outlaw. To avoid punishment he gpparently joined the army in
France, where he no doubt fought at Crecy, as shortly after the bettle the King granted
him a pardon for his good services However, it did not lagt for long. As soon as he
arived home he was soon outlaved again. For a few years nothing more is heard of his
misdeeds. Perhgps the ravages of the Black Deeth in the surrounding didtricts put the fear
of god into him. But agan it did not lag long. Sr John was findly aresed and
imprisoned & Launceston Cadlle, from where he escgped. Despite this he was pardoned
once more by the Black Prince in 1352, for ‘dl fdonies and outlawries and bresking the
King'sprison’. He died, peaecefully, in 1377 wel over the age of seventy.

The family continued to survive and flourish. The Tudor house built on the Ste was
eventudly replaced in the 1660's by one of the “finest houses in dl of Devon’, and then
eventudly a century laer, by the pressnt day mandon. The addition of a subgantia
coach house and dables in Georgian times, possbly based on the Ste of a much older
building, and a home farm, added to the satus of an dready wedthy edate. In 1942 the
property sold by Sr Thomas Carew came on the market for the fird time in a thousand
years or more.

Church Farm was then bought and run as a 200 acre dairy fam until late 1987, when it
became a private home. Farming continued on the surrounding land, raisng bedf cattle
and sheep, with a few fidds d barley to feed some pigs In 1993 Church Farm became
the home of the Cooper family, induding Samson, a boigerous but friendly chocolae
Labrador. Andrew Cooper is a BBC wildlife film producer who, besdes filming in some
of the world's mogt spectacular and remote wilderness aress, has extensvey fegtured the
naturd higory of Britain in his programmes, particularly his home county of Devon.

The land surrounding Church Fam is today being famed less intensvely to benfit
wildife. Now with the support of the Country Stewardship scheme, catle ill graze the



fiedds and the man cop is a flower rich haves of hay. The growing of some soring
barley provides additiond feeding grounds for one of Britan's raet birds — the arl
bunting. Up to eight pars of nesting swdlows dso breed around the farm buildings
dong with a par of resdent barn owls and kestrds. Early in the year thousands of wild
primroses paint one of the stegpest dopes and fringe the fidds. While in the woodlands
bluebdl and wild garlic carpet the floor before the leafy canopy above ceds its summer
shade.

Today roe deer are as common in the valey asthey no doubt dways
| were. Theold 16" Century map shows a deer park was established
. over much of what isnow Church Farm. Mogt deer parks date from
the late middle ages, and Haccombe is probably no exception.
Keeping deer closeto agrand house, often aherd of falow deer,
was both fashionable and practicd - picturesque and aready source of meet. Remnants of
the old deer legp, designed to alow deer to enter but not easily escape, can Hill be seen at
the top of Kitchen Bal Copse.

But this is not a fam that jugt dwdls in its romantic past. The introduction of remotey
controlled, high resolution cameras now dlows you to vidt a any time, from anywhere in
the world. The webste - wwwwildinkorg - features some of the fam’'s resdent
cregiure.

HACCOMBE HISTORICAL EVENTS

1086 Domesday Book records Haccombe owned by Saxon, UIf. Now hdd by Badwin,
Sheiff of Devon, later given to Stephen, probably a soldier in William'sarmy.

1200 Stephen de Haccombe born (son of Jordan).
1228 Stephen leavesfor Crusade to Holy Lands with Bishop Briewere of Exeter.
1233 Sir Stephen returns to Haccombe and builds church.
1243  Sr Stephen de Haccombe dies.
¢.1290 S Blaise Church bdll cadt.
Sr Stephen’ s daughter Ceciliamarries Sir John L Ercedekne.
1335 Haccombe Chantry College established with five priests and archpriest.
1337 Coallege reconfirmed in deed of foundation lodgedin Exeter Cathedrd library.

Cecdilia and Sr John's son, Sr Warren L'Ercedekne, becomes Archdeacon of
Haccombe.
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1778

1785

1795

c1810

1822

c1848

1919

1942

Sr Warren' s daughter, Phillipa, marries Sr Hugh Courtnye, son of Earl of Devon.

Their daughter, Jane, marries Sir Nicholas Carew (descended from the Carews of
Wades, seat Carew Cadlle).

Sr Edmund knighted Baron Carew of Mohun Antrie on Basworth fidd.
Haccombe College of priests disbhanded.

Vice-Admird Sr George Carew drowned in the Mary Rose.

Engraved picture window for Haccombe House mede in Handers.

Horseshoes nailed on Church door.

Elizabethan manor demoalished, new house built. (After restoration of monarchy).
Thomas Carew made a Baronet.

William 11l (of Orange) lands a Brixham with army, on reaching Newton Abbot
he declares himsdf the new King and stays at nearby Forde House.

Chancd floor in Church rdad.

Sr Thomas Carew marries Jane Smallwood.

Haccombe House rebuilt.

New coach house and stables built.

Rev. John Sweete illustrates house and church in watercolour paintings- July
NW wing added to Haccombe House.

Crypt congtructed beneeth church and knave floor remade.

New screen, pulpit and reredos added to church.

NE wing of house built, (NW wing partly demolished).

Old granite cross st up in churchyard as memorid and Rev. William. Keeble
Martin returns to Devon.

Haccombe estate comes on the market for the firdt timein over athousand years.



THE FARM — AN UNNATURAL HISTORY

Many millennia ago a done age hunter roaming this valey fired and logt an arow. Layer
by layer the vegatation and soil levd grew. The wooden shaft and feather flights rotted
away in the dark. The world hurried by. Great oaks grew ad fel. Civilisations came ad
crumbled. Then one day, over sx thousand years laer, a tractor pulling a plough threw
the arowhead back into the sunlight. The finding of that findy worked flint & Church
Farm is tangible evidence of the people tha lived around here long ago. But then that is
hardly surprisng. Just four miles away, & Welswood in Torquay, the discovery of one of
the mog sgnificant prehigtoric human finds in Britain was made & Kents Cavern in the
late 1800s. Here, among the bones of long extinct animds, many sone age implements
have been discovered, dong with the hearths of fires lit by the people that made them.
The cave ds0 yidded the remains of gret mammoth and woolly rhinoceros, sabre-tooth
tiger and cave lion, hyaena, bear and wolf. The finds provide an extreordinary ingght to
the crestures that our ancestors may have shared this land with over thousands of years
and away of lifewe can only try to imagination.

The densdy wooded land that covered the British Ides nust have presented a red
chdlenge to the fird done age famers. It was these people that set a cyde of changes
into motion throughout this foresed wildemess - a wildwood dill in the process of
forming as the dimate warmed in the eftermath of the last 1ce Age.

As for faming during the Stone age, 6,000 years ago, little is known about the nature of
the ealiesx deaings that formed the fird fidds However, we do know that the
landscape, once dominated by deciduous woodland, dowly changed until the area of
dearings, fidds and pagtures, probably equdled that of the woods. Throughout South
Devon a scatering of flint implements of this period have been found and there dso is
evidence of an ealy open hilltop settlement on Hadon Ridge a Hadon Beverdere,
looking out over the present day lower Exe valey.

The people of the Bronze Age (2800-600BC) left many more dgns of thar living. Seen
from the ar, evidence of thar fidd sysems 4ill carpet large aress of the South Devon
countryside. Today they survive best of dl in the upland, despite ther abandonment over
3000 years ago. Dartmoor is rich in Bronze Age atefacts. Here the paitern of land use
was a nework of amdl fidds lad out in pardld paterns on the Sdes of vdleys with the
upper Moors saving as common grazing. There is even evidence of dmilar fidd petterns
to be found around the Newton Abbot area Though much has been log in the fertile
lowlands and vdleys through subsequent farming activities and river depodts  Bronze
age people dso condructed burid mounds on remote high open land. Many such tumuli
are to found on Dartmoor but others have been found much closer to Haccombe. On the
high ground of Little Hadon, just to the north of the Teign esuary, Bronze age mounds
aredill evident.

The deaaxce of the origind wildwood and expandon of fidd sysgems continued
throughout the Bronze age and into the Iron age (600BC — 55AD). Throughout this
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period many fiedd sysems were reinforced with banks and ditches and subdantid hill
forts began to gppear. On Milber down, to the west of Haccombe the St. Marychurch
Road, probably an ancient ridgeway, runs right through the middle of a series of wdl
preserved earthworks.

When the Romans arived in Britain (55 - 400AD) the exiging fidd paiterns largdy
aurvived. In some places they were transacted by the invaders characteridicaly dSraight
military roads. A Roman road ran from their fortress of Exeter, south west to Ashcombe
where it branched west to cross the river a Teignbridge and esst to a crossng beow
Kingsteignton and perhaps a fort & Milber. Crop marks suggest that there were some
Romean villas near these roads.

During the subssquent Dark ages (400 — 700AD), there wes little further development of
the surrounding country except for the edablishment of churches and monedic

communities,

The Anglo-Saxon (700-1068AD) period saw the cregtion of parishes centred on
churches. And the establishment of openfidd drip faming began to grow aound the
fird two centuries of this time It is thought that a rise in populaion and shortage of
pagture led to a more intensve use of famland, dong with the characteridic ridge and
furrow patern of Saxon ploughing. Many examples of which survive in the vdleys
surrounding Haccombe.

In other places a patern of samdl irregular fidds were edtablished, surrounded by Steep
hedgebanks, which were often faced with sone. A complex network of narrow lanes
folowing these hedgdines were crested to link the growing number of scattered
farmgeads Many of the deep lanes for which Devon is so famous date from this period.

By the time of the Norman invason Haccombe was a budling litle community with a
population of some 60 people, bigger than any of the nearby villages,

Late Medieval times (1068 — 1540AD) witnessad greet expanson and developments of
stlements and indudry. Severd planned towns were deveoped locdly, induding
Newton Abbot, by the mgor landowners of the area, such as Torre Abbey and the Earls
of Devon. They dso developed licensad markets for the increesing trade in livestock and
fam produce. Wool became an important industry in Haccombe and the surrounding
aess It was ds0 during this time that the new Norman passon for hunting saw many
deer parks established on some of South Devon's greet edtates.

The cool soring thet flows from the upper vdley a Church Farm provided the inhabitants
of Haccombe with a vitd source of pure waer though the centuries It dso provided
power. At some time the building of two ponds and the diverson of the stream into a let,
endbled the flow to be managed to power two mills. One mill sood where the present day
waterfal now tumbles, and the other adjacent to Haccombe House.
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In the Post Medieval period (1540 — 1750AD) the network of roads improved and
bridges were built to fadlitate trade among the growing settlements It was dso during
this time that mogt of the deer parks were redesigned to form landscaped parkland around
the wedlthiest country houses.

Early modern times (1750 — 1900AD) began with the agriculturd revolution. The
improved breeding of livestock and intendfication of crop production in larger regular
fidds began a process of great change in the British countryside. With the coming of the
ralways and further improvements in roads, the towns expanded with the rise in locd
indudries such asthe mining of day.

Modern times have witnessed the mogst dramatic changes in our landscape. Since the end
of the Frs World Wa the planting of vast tracts of coniferous forests sgnificantly
dtered the countrysde of South Devon. The building of motorways dlowed grester ease
of movement for people, egpecidly for leisure, and the holiday industry expanded to cater
for the growing demand. Many aress of farmland were converted into caravan parks and
golf courses.

Snce 1945 changes in agriculture continued a dmost reckless pace Increasing
machinery Sze needed wider gates And bigger tractors need bigger fidds At its pesk of
destruction over ten thousand miles of hedgerows were destroyed each year across
Britain. Even Devon was nat immune. But thenkfully raling hills and deep sded vdleys
are not redly suitable for intensve arable production. Many aress have, 0 far, escaped
relaively unscathed. Yet new crops, such as the vivid yelow flower of oil seed rape, the
pde blue linseed and fidds of maize and sunflowers are gopearing, while old orchards
have seadily dedined. Once Haccombe and the surrounding valeys used to herdd the
goproach of summer with swathes of gople blossom, for this was traditiond cider
country.

So Haccombe and the surrounding landscape of Teignbridge in South Devon, is rich in
the remans of ealier lives Over thousands of years our ancestors shgped the British
countrysde, leaving a legacy of faming that brought with it countless wild animds and
plants. A nature that gill survives dong with medievd fidd patterns, higoric houses, and
ancient woodlands. These fegtures make our landscgpe one of the richest and mogt varied
on eath. In Devon they ae dl linked by seep hedge banks coloured in wild flowers,
that wind their way through centuries old sunken lanes.
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BRITAIN —ahigtory of change

REST OF THE WORLD

End of the ice age, tundra with pine and
birch forest in the south.

Broad leaved trees spreading north.

Britain ill pat of mainland Europe
inhabited by nomadic stone age hunters.

Warming climate and rising sea levels. Vast
forests and Britain becomes an island.

Farming beginsin Neolithic Britain.

Elm tree decline perhaps linked to forest
clearance.

Lynx probably extinct

Wessex culture develops in Bronze Age
Britain. Avebury and Stonehenge built.

Large scde land clearance makes magjor
inroadsinto ancient wildwood.

Hill top settlements built in the south of
country.

Celtic peopleinvade.

The iron age reaches Britain and hill forts
massively reinforced.

Auroch probably extinct in England and
Wales.

Belgic immigration begins and introduces
heavy oxen-pulled plough.

Roman invasion of Britain. Large areas of

southern England under cultivation with a
population approaching haf a million
people.

Main withdrawal of Roman troops begin.

Angles, Saxons and Jutes establish
settlements.

€.9700BC

€.8000BC

€.6700BC

€.6000BC

€.4000BC

€.3000BC

€.2700BC

€.2000BC

€.1500BC

€.1300BC

€.1000BC

c.500BC

c.300BC

c.120BC

c.AD30

43

383

¢.400

Cultivated crops grown in Thailand.

Wheat cultivated in Middle East and
domesticated animals found in first farming
settlements.

Evidence of 14 different cropsgrownin
southern Turkey.

Beginning of rice growing in the east.

Whesdl used in Mespotamia.

Plough being used in Middle East.

Age of pyramidsin Egypt begins.

Minoan and Mycenean civilisations build in
Crete and Greece.

Egyptians harness oxen to the plough.

Hittite civilisation in Mespotamia discover iron
smelting.

Thesiege of Troy.

Geek and Phonecian civilisations colonise
Mediterranean.

Roman Empire expands.

House mouse probably spread across Europe.

Jesus crucified and Christianity founded.

British wheat being exported to France.

Mayan civilisation beginsin Central America.

Rome sacked.
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Auroch probably finally extinct in Scotland ¢.1000 Black rat spreads from continent into Britain.
and Brown bear extinct in Britain.

Norman conquest. 1066 Greenland Vikings reach North America

Domesday survey. Population of Britain 1086
around one million.

Beaver extinct. ¢.1100 First crusade.

First record of rabbit in British Isles. 1176

Land enclosures begin. 1235

Population of Britain grown to nearly four 1347 Black death spreads across Europe.
million people.

Black death spreads to England destroying 1348
entire villages and killing up to haf the
population. Many fieldsrevert to woodland.

Sheep farming reaches its peak in 15thC. 1492 Columbus reaches America.

with perhaps 12 million animals.
Wolf probably extinct in England.

Wild boar probably aready extinct. 1620 Mayflower sails from Plymouth. Puritans settle
Population of Britain recovers to nearly in New England.
four million again.

The Great Plague. 1665

Brown rat arrives. c.1728 Jethro Tull the agricultural machine inventor
travels the continent for ideas to improve
British farming.

Wolf finally extinct. 1743

Large scale enclosure of farmland begins. 1760

Hedgerows and boundary banks already

widespread in Devon.

Harvest mouse first described by Gilbert 1785

White.

Grey squirrel  widely introduced. Red ¢.1900

squirrel declines.

Farm labour reduced by war. 1914 Outbreak of World War I.

Vast areas turned over to crop production 1939 Outbreak of World War I1.

and many permanent pastures ploughed.

Increasing mechanisation and introduction 1945 End of WWII

of chemical pesticides on farmland.
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D - CHURCH FARM - A NATURAL HISTORY

A separate specieslist for present day fauna and floraisalso available.

Rocks of ages

The s0il of Church Farm is rich and red, a fine and fatile loam with sand and day.
Gedlogicdly the rocks and sediments of the area range over a vagt period of time. If we
were to journey through the millennia we would not recognise the place we now cdl
Devon. It spans from the 360 million year old Devonian drata, when much of the region
was submerged benesth ancient sess, to the dill shifting sands and dluvia deposts of the
eduaries and coad, aound 6,000 years ago, when the English Channd was findly
formed.

The oldest rocks in the area were named after the county — Devonian. Then the area that
was to become Haccombe was a warm shadlow sea littered with cord banks. These seas
continued wel into the Carboniferous period - the great age of the earlies forests on
dry land.

Haccombe lies on a degp depost of breccia, a mix of sand and stone, formed during the
Permian and Triassc periods that began over 280 million years ago. This was a time of
great upheava in Devon, when mountains up to 3000 metres high were formed. The new
land was then weathered by a harsh, aid sub-tropicd climate, periodicdly lashed by
violent gorms that swept vast amounts of sediments into the valeys This creaied thick
depodits of wind blown materid and course breccia, while sandstones were laid down by
flash floods and impermanent rivers. The aid dimate caused the iron compounds in these
sandgtones to be deposited as iron oxides. And that coloured these new sandstones red.
The landscgpe here a that time, when early dinosaurs were beginning to roam the earth,
would have painted a desolate scene. Erupting volcanoes belched their sulphur-laden dust
into the ar jus 20 miles to the north, around present day Exeter. The ran-washed
deposts of Teignmouth and Oddicombe breccia a Haccombe adso contain eroded
Devonian limegtone full of marine fossls — ddicate cords and many shdls can be found
embedded in the boulders

During the great age of dinosaurs in the Jurradc period, that began 213 million years
ago, mog of Devon was once agan flooded by a shdlow sea, except for the south of the
county which remained as dry land. So here there are no sedimentary rocks daing from
tha time But by the Cretaceous, 70 million years later, Devon was agan beng
submerged beneath a degpening sea Sand and days were the firg layers to settle,
followed by chdk asthe depthsincreased.

The dat of the Tertiary period, 65 million years ago, saw Devon rise out of the
Cretaceous sea in a new age of mountain building. The exposed chak beds soon
weethered away to leave large expanses of flint and gravel, as seen m the high grounds
of Haldon to the north of Church Farm.
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One of the mogt ggnificant features of Devon occurred around 30 million years ago. A
fault in the underlying rocks of the region, ran from Bideford in the North to Torbay in
the south. It resulted in the formation of the lowlying Bovey basin. Here huge deposts
of what was to become some of the world' s finest clays began to settlein alarge lake.

Time continued to pass as a successon of new bessts roamed the earth. For at least two
million years the 1ce Ages came and went. Temperatures soared and dropped. Sea levels
rose and fel. During the coldest times the greet ice sheets that lay o heavy on the rest of
Britan, never covered Devon. But the freezing conditions and subsequent medlting,
carved and crested the underlying landscape of today.

Climate

Mild rain bearing winds of the Atlantic Ocean sweep in over the south west of England,
bringing a pleasant dimate to the region. In some places even better than others. Between
the eduaries of the Teign and Exe this mild maitime influence is caried wdl inland.
While western hills tend to be windier and wetter, the lee valeys are often warm and dry.
Church Farm is fortunate being Stuated in the one of the county’s warmest parts with just
enough rain to keep the land lush.

Wildlife

Thewildlife of Church Farm has aspedid daim to fame. Between the

" firg and second world wars many species of plants were painted by the
{ then Archpriest of Haccombe, the Rev. William Keble Martin, to

illugrate his exquistdy detalled life swork - The Concise British Hora

r in Colour. He described the valey as having “ariat of wild flowers and

. abundance of hares’. More recently millions of people across Britain

| and many more oversess, have enjoyed the pants and animals festured

in the award winning BBC wildlife documentaries filmed & Church

Farm. (See Section E)

The nature of Haccombe valey can be traced back to before people lived here. Some
plants act as indicator oecies for ancient habitats, such as Dogs mercury or Bluebdl for
ancient woodland. Hitch Bere Copse is without doubt a very old wood. Its name Erobably
derives from the old English, bearu, meaning a wood. It aso gppears on the 16" mep of
Haccombe, which dso indudes an area cdled Frye Park, perhaps a corruption of fyrhp,
another old English word for woodland. For severa weeks from the end of April, its floor
is awash with bluebdls and wild garlic. Mogt of the farm was once a deer park with only
few hedgerows. So the planting and regeneration of exiging fidd boundaries is credting
new nesting aress for many wild birds.
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Some of the hillsde meadows are not suitable for ploughing, even by moden tractors
Conseguently they have never recaved any atificdd fetilisars, to the benefit of the many
wild flowers that thrive here Benesth the shdter of severd grest old Sweet Chestnut
trees on this east facing dope, a few oaks and a magnificent solitary variegated sycamore,
thefidd isablaze of ydlow primrasesin aring.

Laea as the weather wams a successon of colourful flowers

fill the meadow. They in turn dtract many butterflies and other y TR
insscts  But butterflies need more than just nectar. These [ ﬁl N

&
colourful crestures seek out suitable plants on which to lay their ‘*’ : :apgt\'
o, fabe AL
287

eggs When the caterpillars hatch they are dreedy stting on [
therr fira med. The meadow flowers indude — knapweed and
bird' sfoot trefoil. While the mogt eye catching butterfly must be the marbled white.

Maarh

The varying soil conditions around the fam support different communities of plants and
animds. Along the lane leading to the woods the most common wild flowers are vetches,
agrimony and scabious. But to see one of the werdest crestures here you will have to
wait until after dark. It is then that strange lights glow in the grass. Glow worms seem to
thrive here. They are extreordinary creaiures. Not a worm but a beetle. The young larvd
glow-worms feed on snails. The adult femde is flightless, o in order to aitract a mate she
emits a cold chemica light from te end of her abdomen.. The flying mdes, dtracted by
her light, home in on the femdes hiding in the grass But glow-worms are not as common
as they once were. Elsawhere, the use of peticide sprays and the introduction of atificd
lighting into the countryside, even a house light, can didract the mde insect. So many a
mae glow worm these days are sadly attracted by brighter city lights.

The management of pasture and hay meadows has produced a thriving population of fidd
voles Eagly identified by its short tal and blunt nose, they leave a network of feeding
trals in the grass. Unfortunatey for the fidd vole they dso come high on the menu for
many other crestures. Fox, stoat and weasd will dl feed on voles. So too will birds of
prey. The resdent barn owl and kesrd probably take the biggest share, but even the
buzzard is not aove catching afew when rabbit numbers are low.

Ban owls have good eyesght but hunt principaly by sound after
dak. Ther flight is Slent and they can detect the dightest rudtle at
fifty paces Although ban owl sometime hunt in evening and early
moming light, it is the kedtrd that dominates the day dhift. We have
dl seen kedrds expetly hovering, scanning the ground for the
tiniet movement. FHedd voles mak ther tearitory by leaving a tral
of urine dong thar tracks. This amdly sgnpost to other voles is dl
but invigble except it reflects ultra violet light, invisble to our
eyes. Unfortunatdly for voles the kesrd has a secret wegpon in
thar formideble tdent as a hunter. Not only is their eyesght
incredibly acute but they can ds0 s UV light.  Fnding the freshedt trals the bird will
ether gt on a handy post or hover and wait for a passng med. But it is not dl one sded,
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voles breed pdlificaly in long grass and they can move like lightening into the safety of
their underground nests if danger thregtens.

Other birds tha may commonly be seen in summer a Church Farm indude the
sparowhawk, swdlow, grey wagtall and even shelduck nesting in rabbit holes around the
pond. Even the magnificent peregrine is a regular summer vistor. But the drl bunting is
by far the rares. Mog of the British population of these atractive sparrow sized birds,
can today only be found dong the south Devon coest. The cirl bunting, pronouncing the
‘C asan's, wasfird named in Itay. Its name literaly meansthe *plump chirping bird'!

Before the Second World War cirl buntings were to be found across southern England,
and even into Wdes Since then the intendve way our food began to be grown,
dramaicaly changed the fortunes of this bird and many others. Gone were the amal df
auffident farms with a paichwork of ardble fidds and pasture, ided for the cirl bunting's
diet of smal weed seeds and grasshoppers for their young. By the late 1980's only 118
pars could be found, manly between Exeer and Plymouth. The key to ther survivd in
this area was found to be the continued growing of spring barley. When harvested in the
Autumn the dubble fidds, full of smdl weeds were Ieft untouched over winter. Much to
the benefit of the few surviving buntings

Today the Countrysde Stewardship Scheme, in conjunction with the RSPB, activdy
encourages famers in South Devon to manage ther land to berefit drl buntings. The
growing of soring barley and maintaining of thick hedgerows provides them with places
to feed and nest. So far the scheme has proved a great success and the ‘plump chirping
bird' isonce again returning to our fiddsin bigger numbars.

More informaion about the drl bunting is avaldble dong with an RSPB school
informeation guide to one of Devon's specid birds

Larger mammas are ds0 to be seen on the farm. Wild roe deer enjoy the undisturbed
seduson of the vdley year round and give birth here every summer. Adults and young
can be seen foraging dong the woodland edge in the low, early morning and evening sun.

Even the badger, normdly a nocturnd cregiure can be sometimes seen in the early
evening.

Our webste, www.wildlink.org specidly dedicated to the wildife of Church Farm,
caries pictures from live cameras throughout the year. The fortunes of the barn owls,
kestrels and even afamily of badgers can eeslly be followed from your home or schoal.

Old edaes often have many magnificent specimen trees. Church farm is no exception.
There are some superb greet trees of smdl leaved lime, oak, wanut, ash, sweet chestnut
and horse chesnut. The messurement of their girth, taking into account where they are
growing can provide a good guide to their age. Also a few fdlen trees have been cut to
reved the growth rings
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SECTION E

THE CONCISE BRITISH FLORA IN COLOUR
BY W. KEBLE MARTIN

With a Foreword by
H.R.H. THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH

The Concise British Flora in Colour x;mbﬁnse'wl:g 192?& ismﬁwi n:(;g
beautiful of al books on the flora of
Britain, an extraordinary achievement
tha took no less than gxty years of
meticulous and  devoted  sudy,
intendve research, note-meking and
exquidte draughtsmenship. Of the
thousands of gpecies described 0
precisdly in the text, nearly 1400 are
depicted in full colour, which are 4l
the more remakable for ther
precison of detal. With additiond
illudraions in black and white a
comprelendve glossay ad a
complete index - the nomendature
edited by Douglas H. Kent - thiswas a
mgor contribution to botanical dudy
and illudretion. It combined the sheer
beaty of atigic <ill with down to
eath botanicd accuracy. As a
reference work of identification to be
used by botanigs and dudents, it is
dill invduable and is likdy to
become a classc sudy. As a work of art it ddights dl who gppreciate the richness of the
British Hora

The Revarend Willian Keble Matin was born in 1877. During his schooldays at
Marlborough he was an enthusiagtic butterfly collector and botenist, reeding Botany as a
degree subject when he went up to Oxford. There in the Botanic Gardens students were

traned to draw specimens as seen under the microscope and this habit of meticulous,
detailed work is reflected in the exquigte illugtrations in his book.

For some time William Keble Matin made his home in Datington, near Totnes, where
surrounded by extensve woodlands, meadows and water, it was an ided Stuation for the
dudy of birds, insects, mosses and flowers. After his ordination he worked for eighteen
years as Curate or Vicar far from the rolling green hills of Devon, fird in the indudrid

19



parishes of the north of England and then as a Cheplain to the Forces in France. The idea
of the Horawas aways close a hand, but there was little time to devoteto it.

After the war he moved to Devon where, from different parishes including Haccombe, he
was able to dudy different flora But the years were busy and sometimes his own holiday,
which he liked to spend on his research, had to be very short. After a busy Sunday in
church he would often caich a late train from Newton Abbot gation, sometimes travelling
as far as Scotland. Following his explorations to mountain summits and remote glens,
some of the flowers he discovered would be drawn in the jolting rallway carriages during
his long return journey south on Thursday — ariving in time to adminiger to his parish
duties and write a sermon for Sunday.

William Keble Martin was a livdy member of Botanicd crdes and was dected a Flow
of the Linnean Society in 1928. He edited a comprehensve Hora of Devon for the Devon
Asociaion in 1939 and was invited on to firs Nature Reserves Committee. In 1949 he
resgned his benefice a what he described as the early age of seventy-two, but continued
to take temporary charge of occasond vacat parishes usudly spending sSix to twelve-
months in each. This gave him some pare time to devote to the redrawing of a number of
theflord plates

Happily married for the second time in January 1965, and with The Concdise British Hora
being the "bext-Hler" of the year of its publication, he and his wife were kept busy with
correspondence and cdlers. In June 1966 he receved the honorary degree of Doctor of
Science a Exeter Univergty and in the following November he was asked by the Post
Office to submit designs for an issue of wild flower samps, four of which were accepted
and issued in April 1967. Then, dter a sarious illness, he was able to complete the
writing of his autobiogrgphy ‘Over the Hills, which was published in the summer of
1968. The Rev. William Keble Martin died in November 1969.
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F - Thingsto remember when visiting the countryside

a) Health and Safety

WORKING FARMS CAN BE DANGEROUS PLACES FOR CHILDREN AND
ADULTS. FOLLOWING A FEW SENSBLE PRECAUTIONS AND BEING

AWARE OF ANY POTENTIAL HAZARDS WILL MAKE YOUR VIST MORE
ENJOYABLE.

PLEASE BE AWARE OF THE FOLLOWING:
Electric fencing may bein operation— do not touch

The medieval mill pond isup to 2m degpwith seep waled sdes.
The woodland spring pond is very muddy. Please do not wade in this pond. Both
ponds are fenced.

The stream can be fagt flowing but is only knee deep in a few places. Please do
not block or impede its progress — flooding could result. Many sections of the
Stream are not fenced.

Cattle can be unpredictable, especidly young ones in a herd. They may be more
curious about you than you are about them! Pleese avoid entering fidds with
livestock and keep dl gates firmly closed.

Tractors and machinery may occasondly be in use. Please keep wdl dear of
al agriculturd machines.

A few plants and some fungi are potentially poisonous. Do not pick fungi,
berries or fruits unless certain they are hamless Others, like the common stinging
nettle, can cause a painful rash, while the sgp from the hogweed can burn the skin
when subsequently exposed to sunlight.

Hygiene is important on the farm. To reduce the chances of disease or distress
to livestock plesse do not leave any litter or food thet animas might consume —
even ashort length of nylon string or apiece of wire can kill acow.

21



b) General behaviour in the countryside
THE COUNTRY CODE

Enjoy the countryside and respect its life and work
Guard againg dl risk of fire

Feden dl gates

Keep your dogs under close control

Keep to public paths across farmland

Use gates and gtiles to cross fences, hedges and walls
Leave livestock, crops and mechinery done
Takeyour litter home

Help to keep dl water clean

10.  Protect wildlife, plants and trees

11.  Take specid care on country roads

12. Make no unnecessary noise

WCoNoO~WONE

ADDITIONAL CODE FOR CHURCH FARM

Please do not didurb any nedting birds or pick any wild flowers as they may be
part of aresearch project.

Please do not trample any crops and if there is no footpath keep to the edge of al
fields— even grassis a crop and may be harvested as hay.

Do not dam or impede the stream as flooding may result.

There are severd video cameras and film time Igpse postions around the farm —
please do not touch.

Take only pictures, leave only footprints.

C) Appropriate clothing and footwear
Pease wear gppropriate clothing and footwear. Farms can be muddy and wet even in

aoparently dry weather. Haccombe valley is shdtered from the worst of bad weether. But
whileit may be warm in the valey, the hillsdes can be colder on windy days
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SECTION F - CHURCH FARM EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

A few ideasfor educational activitiesat Church Farm

1)

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

BIOLOGY AND ART Name a plant, write abook
Harry Potter knows histrees
Hedge postcard
How to be awildlife filmmeker
Become a nature detective

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  Whosewho in ahedge?

GEOGRAPHY The case for and againg hedgerows
How to create amedievd deer park
DRAMA Hedgerow communities
HISTORY Usng asmple formula estimate the age of ahedge

and /or tree and rd ate it to the historica events of
the year it was planted.

HEDGEROW GAMES Hedgerow Bingo
Food Web Game

BIOLOGY and ART

1 The Rev. William Keble Martin was an Archpriest of Haccombe in the
1920's. He was the author and artist of The Concise British Hora—the
fird illugtrated flora of Britain. How do you name a plant — try and think
up your own namefor awild flower and illugrateit.

2. Find three specid treesthat featured in the Harry Potter Stories. Draw a

leaf and take a bark rubbing so you can recognise the tree again.
Harry Potter had a magic wand made from which tree - Hally
His mother used awand made of - Willow

And Hagrid owned one made from — Oak

3. Look closdy at ahedgerow or woodland edge. How many different

colours can you see? Make ahedgerow or woodland colour paette*.
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4. How to make awildlife documentary for televigon— a behind the scenes
look at the cameras and specidist equipment —from time lgpse to
miniaure cameras,

5. Tracks and trails— become an expert tracker. Find the trails made by deer
and badger. |dentify fox oraint and bedger latrine. 1dentify which animd
opened ahazd nut.

*Colour Palettesor Hedge Postcards.

Look closdly a hedges how many different colours can you seein ahedge? Make a
hedgerow colour palette, i.e. piece of card with agtrip of double Sded sticky tape across
it. Give a paette to each child tdl them to find as many different colours and shedes as
they can in the hedge. How many different shades of green can they find? Chdlenge
them to find orange or blue, (usudly difficult coloursto find). Tl them to only pick

amdl sections of leaves or asingle petd without harming the plant. Should end up with a
‘postcard/pdette’ with avariety of shades.

Could leed to discussons on the importance of various coloursin nature.

2) ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Whosewho in a hedge?

The object of thisgameisfor each pupil to guesswhat animd they are by asking
ther fellow classmates a series of yes or no answers,

Y ou will need enough blank stickersfor your class and a pen. On each sticker write an
animd, bird or insect thet you would associate with a Devon hedgerow eg. fox,

dragonfly etc.

Hrdly, explain to your classthat they can only communicate to each other in yesor no
questions. Then gtick a gicker on the back of each pupil, they must find out whet they are
without asking a direct question.

Have 1 got fur? Do 1 fly? Do 1 eat snails?

When they know who they are they must explain to the teecher why they think they are
that animd, insect etc.
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3) GEOGRAPHY

The Case For and Against Hedger ows.

FOR

AGAINST

Hedges hdp to kegp farm animasin or out

They require management, which takes
time, skill and money.

Hedges give shdter to farm anmas and
protect crops from the wegther.
On arable farms stockproof, hedges are no
longer necessary 0 they are 'grubbed’ up.
Hedges mark the boundary of fidds and
fams
Hedges cast shade on the edge of fidds
Hedges provide food and shelter for dowing the growth of crops and drying out
wildife the ol in goring.

Hedges act as'wildlife corridors or ‘green
roads.

Hedges prevent soil eroson dueto the
westher

Hedges can harbour ‘weeds and pests such
as blackfly thet lives on spindle.

Hedges are dtractive, Devon's landscape
would be very different without them. And
that would make the county less appedling
to tourigts.

Some of the birds thet are attracted to
hedgerows are seen as anuisance, asthey
edt seeds, buds, fruit or foliage of crops
from fams.

Hedges harbour useful creatures, some are
important pollinetors or predators of crop
pests The birds they attract may aso egt
unwanted fidd insects

Hedges provide us with fruit, nutsand
timber.

The roots from hedge plants use soil, water
and nutrients which could be used by the

cropsor and grass growing in thefield.

Hedges take up space which could be used
for crop production.

Read car efully the above pros and cons of hedger ows, can you think of any more

reasons why hedger ows ar e destr oyed?

Despite the importance of hedges for agriculturd, wildlife, higtoricad and landscape

reasons, hedges are dtill threatened they are-

removed to make bigger fidds so that large machinery can move and turn more

eedly.
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damaged by hedge trimmers. Machines can be used to trim hedges quite negtly
On other occasions young trees are damaged by cardess operators using powerful
flals
threatenedby chemicas. Many farmers spray their crops with pesticides. Some
of these chemicasland on hedges, killing many of the hedgerow mini-beasts and
plants.

HedgeCondition

Examine asat of Devon Hedges and look for and record those that:-
Have been laid within the last few years
Have been kept trimmed to shape
Are overgrown and have had no management within the lagt few years
Have falen derdict and devel oped gaps because of lack of management.
Wha is the proportion of hedges in each condition?

Show your results in mgps and tables.

4) DRAMA
Hedgerow Communities

Think about the relationships between the plants animas and insects thet live inthe
hedge. How do they survive together? How are they dependent on the soil, sun and rain?
Give each child arole and let them act out life in ahedge. Throw various Stuetions a
them i.e. hedge cutting, drought, winter etc.

5)  HISTORY

1. TheFarm — an unnaturd higory — where did barn owls and swdlows live
before there were barns? What about house sparrows, house martinsand
fied voles?
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2. Become a Time Traveler — take awak on the wild sde and travel through
time from the last ice age to the present day — from an ancient wildwood
inhabited by wolves and bears to a present day farm.

3. How to recognise an ancient habitat

4. Dating a hedgerow*.

5. How dld isthat tree — whaose reign, and who was the prime minister when
it was planted?What other higtorica events happened that year?

*Dating a Hedger ow

A hedgerow can be dated roughly by counting the number of different trees and shrubs
found in a 30 metre dtretch. Each pecies of woody shrub represents 100 years. So if a
section contained hawthorn, oak and hazdl, the hedgerow would be about 300 years old.
This cdculation is based on the work of Dr Max Hooper et d. and is known as Hooper's
Rule. It is surprisngly accurate except for the dm exception — see below.

For best accuracy it isbest to avoid hedgerows adjacent to woods. Some trees are good
indicators of very old hedgerows, because they will only grow when the hedge isthick
enough to sheter particularly ddlicate splings. Soindle and Held Maple will only grow if
there are dready at least four species well established. Soif you find ether of these trees
in a hedge you can presumethat it is a least over four hundred years old.

Now complete the table

Woody shrubspresent in Approximate age of Historical period
30 metrestretch hedger ow

Hawthorn, oak, blackthorn
and eder.

Blackthorn

Hezd, oak, fidd maple, ash
and holly

Willow and hawthorn

Now find your own dretch of hedge and see if you can count the number of different
trees and shrubs n 30 metres. Try rdding the age of the hedge to some mgor events in

higory.
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List of trees and shrubsfor the purpose of hedge-dating

Alder
Apple

Ash
Beech
Blackthorn
Briar

Broom
Buckthorn
Cherry
Cherry-plum
Dogwoaod
Elder
Elm: wych
English
East Anglian
Cornish etc
Dutch, Huntindon *
Furze/Gorse
Gudder—rose
Hawthorn: hedging
woodland
Hazel
Hally
Hornbeam
Lime: ordinary

smdl leaved (pry)
Meple

Oak: pedunculate
Sessile*
Pine
Pum (including bullace)
Poplar: aspen
black
white
Privet (wild)
Rowan
HAlow

Service
Soinde
Sycamore
Wayfaring-tree
Whitebeam
Willow: crack
White
Yew

Alnus glutnosa
Malus sylvestris
Fraxinus excelsior
Fagus sylvatica
Prunus spinosa
Rosa arvensis

R. canina

R. rubiginosa
Sarothamnus scoparius
Rhamnus cathartica
Prunusavium

P. cerasifera
Cornus sanguinea
Sanmbucushigra
Ulmus glabra

U. procera

U. minor

U.dricta

U. x hollandica
Ulex europaeus
Viburnum opulus
Crataegus monogyna
C. laevigata
Corylus avellana
Ilex aquifolium
Carpinus betulus
Tiliax vulgaris

T. cordata

Acer campestre
Quercus robur

Q. petraea

Pinus sylvestris
Prunus domestica
Populus tremula
P.nigra

P.alba

Ligustrum vulgare
Sorbus aucuparia
Salix caprea

S cinerea
Sorbustorminalis
Euonymus europaeus
Acer pseudoplatanus
Viburnum lantana
Sorbus aria

Salix fragilis

S alba

Taxus baccata * Including hybrids
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The em exception!
It isworth nating that English dm is very invasive in a hedgerow, suckering profusdy,

and will out compete many other species of tree and shrub. So dthough m may be the
only tree present the hedge could be much older than 100 years.

Egimating The Age Of A Tree From Its Circumference

Tree Circ. L ocation Age (est. years) Higtorical
Event

Great Oak 4.8m Walnut tree fidd 192-287

Wanut 2 2.3m

Walnut 3 2.15m

Big Ash 4.6m 368 (wood)

Limel 5.7m Limetreefidd 342 (avenue/wood edge)

Lime2 55m

Horsechestnut  4.6m

Sweet chestnut  ? Seep fidd ?

6) HEDGEROW GAMES

Hedgerow Bingo

Thisgameis played jus like normd bingo, except that you need to guess the answer by
ligening carefully to the descriptive clues.

Y ou will need to make up arumber of different bingo cards and cluesfor eech item, see
below for example.

Oak Blackberry Glow worm
Brown Hardresk Primrose Ban Owl
Sl Hedgehog Grester Horseshoe Bat
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1.1 anatree, my leaves are bumpy and 1 have acorns.

2. | provide atagty med in the autumn for many birds mammals and insects. Y ou might
et mein jam with gpple. | sain your fingers purple when you pick me.

3.1 an abedle, the mae of which flies at night with a glowing behind.
4.1 am Devon's specid butterfly, which needs blackthorn to feed on.

5. | am apredator which feeds dong hedgerows looking for voles and other smdll
mammas. My feathers are very spedid aswhen | fly | dont make asound. | have a
friend cdled Hedwig.

6. I'madimy creature, whose shell helps protect me from harm. I'm afavourite food of
the thrush and the French.

7. My name comes from the habitat your sudying, but I'm not apig as my name
Uggests

8. | fly a night and hunt aong hedgerows for amdl insects. | need bushy hedgerowsto
find my way around as | use sonar which bounces of tal hedgerow trees.

Thewinner isthefirg person to get aline - "hedgerow" or to complete their card -

Food Web Game

For thisgame you need aball of string and adlass. This game showsthe
interrdationships among dl the members of the hedgerow. Ak your classto form a
circle. Fick out the brightest mogt radiant pupil to play the sun.

The sun should gand in the middle of the cirde, glowing brightly and holding the ball of
gring. The sring represents energy/food.

Begin the game by asking your class what harnesses the energy from the sun to make
food?

Answer - Plants.... thet child isthen given the bl of gtring (the sun il holding the end).
Ask the child to think of aname of aplant found in a Devon hedgerow eg. Primrose.
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What might eat the primrose?  Snall.  Pass the bal on. What would est the snall.
Thrush. Pass the bdl on and so on.  Continue connecting your dass with gring until the
relaionship to the res of the group emerges cary on until dl the children are strung
together to form your very own hedgerow ecosystemn — a food web!

To demondrate how each individud is important to the whole community, teke avay one
element of the food web eg. dl the insects are wiped out by accidentd drift of pesticides
onto the hedgerow. All the insects should let go of the gring, those who fed therr string
become loose should dso |l go and s0 on, until the dring has fdlen to the floor,
everyone is afected by theincident.

SECTION G — TEACHER RESOURCES
ORGANISATIONS

Devon Wildlife Trugt
Shirehampton House
Exeter

Tel. 01392 279244

British Trust for Consarvation Volunteers
36 X Mary's Strest

Wadlingford

Oxfordshire OX3 7XG

Tel. 01491 839646

British Trugt for Conservation Volunteers can offer advice, tools or assstance if you want
to get involved in practical conservation

English Nature
Northmingter House
Peterborough
Cambridgeshire PEL 1UA
Tel. 01733 340345

Produce anumber of ussful publications

31



(FWAG)

Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group
Nationa Agriculturd Centre
Stondeigh Park

Warwickshire CV8 2L.Z

Food and Farming Information Service

Nationd Agriculturd Centre

Stondeigh Park

Warwickshire CV8 2L.Z

Td. 01203 692969 ext.207

Can provide advice and arange of useful informeation on teaching resources.

(NFU)

Nationa Farmers Union
Agriculture House
25-31 Knightsbridge
London SW1X 7NJ

(RSPB locd office)

Royd Society for the Protection of Birds

Southernhay

Exeter

Produce a catd ogue outlining many publications showing how birds can beused asa
teaching resource.

Soil Asociation

Organic Food and Farming Centre

86 Colston Street

Brisol BS1 5BB

Tel. 0117 290661

This organisation produces resources that explain the links between soil, plants, animas

and people.
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APPENDIX 2

GENERAL BOOK RESOURCES

Exploring Our Environment
Feld Studies Coundl

Preston Mountford

Montford Bridge

Shrewsbury SY4 1HW

Td: 01743 850370

The Farming Industry — A pack for primary teachers
NFU and Oxfordshire Education Business Parnership

First Nature— RSPB aprogramme of environmenta education for 5-8 year olds.

School Grounds Resource Directory
LTL

Southgate Publishers

Glebe House

Church Street

Crediton

Devon EX17 2AF

Td: 01363 777575

Secret Nature of the Countryside
Andrew Cooper

Sharing Nature with Children
Joseph Corndll
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BOOKING FORM TO VIS T CHURCH FARM

Date:

Name of school/group:

Address:

Telephone:

e-mall;

Name of contact person:

Isthis your first visit*:

Date of vigt: Start time: Finish time:

Number of children: Number of adults:

Age range of children:

Do any of the children have specia needs?.

If yes, please state:

Please provide a brief indication of which activities you wish to pursue.:

For use by land owner

Pease return this form to Andrew and Jeanne Cooper, Church Farm. (address on front)

* |f thisisyour firg vigt it may be necessary to arrange avisit before bringing your
group.
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